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Legal basis: Adopted by the Board of Østfold University College on 17 September 2024 pursuant to Sections 10-6, 10-7, 11-1, 11-4, 11-

6 and 11-7 of Act no. 9 of 8 March 2024 relating to universities and university colleges (the Universities and University Colleges Act). 

 

Chapter 1. General provisions 

Section 1-1. Scope 

(1) These Regulations apply to programmes of study, examinations and degrees at Østfold University College. 

(2) Separate rules may apply to joint degrees. Any deviations from these Regulations must be stated in the 

collaboration agreement and programme description for the joint degree (cf. Section 10-4). 

(3) These Regulations also apply to the academic training component of the doctoral degree programmes; 

doctoral programmes are otherwise regulated by the Regulations on the degrees philosophiae doctor (PhD) 

and philosophiae doctor (PhD) in artistic development work at Østfold University College. 

 

Section 1-2. Conflict with national curriculum regulations 

In the event that these Regulations are in conflict with a valid national curriculum, national guidelines or other 

national governing documents, the national provisions take precedence over these Regulations. 

 

Section 1-3. Supplementary provisions 

The Rector can stipulate supplementary provisions to these Regulations. The purpose is to clarify and 

specify in more detail the content of the various provisions. 

 

Section 1-4. Definitions 

(1) Coursework requirements are compulsory requirements that must be approved in accordance with the 

course description before a student can sit the examination and/or complete a period of practical training. 

Coursework requirements must provide learning outcomes, significant competence or a skill that is necessary 

to be able to benefit fully from the teaching. Compulsory attendance can only be used as a coursework 

requirement if it provides learning outcomes that cannot be achieved in other ways or when participation is 

important for the quality of the study. 

(2) Diploma supplement is an international supplement to the diploma. It provides a detailed description of the 

qualifications achieved by the student. 

(3) Examination is documentation of the work that provides the basis for the grade awarded. 

a. Examination part is an examination in a course that is awarded a separate grade, but where the grade is 

combined with the grade(s) in the other examination part(s) in the course. A pass grade is not awarded for 

the course until the student has passed all the examination parts. Only the final grade in the course is 

included in the diploma, not the results of the individual examination part(s). 

b. Examination with several components: examination consisting of a written and an oral component. The 

written component must have been assessed as passed before the oral component can be taken. The oral 

component may have an adjusting effect on the result for the written component. Only the final grade in 

the course is included in the transcript of grades, not the result of the written examination component. The 

result from the written component and the finally adjusted grade must be available in Studentweb no later 

than after the oral component has been taken. 

(4) Course is the smallest credit-bearing unit that can form part of a programme of study. A course must 

normally have a scope of at least 10 credits. The scope and content of the course are set out in the course 

description. 

(5) Course description sets out the scope, required previous knowledge, expected learning outcomes, content, 

learning activities, coursework requirements, forms of assessment, grading rules, examination support 

material and reading list. Course descriptions can be included in one or more programme descriptions. The 

course description is legally binding in matters concerning the students. 

(6) Joint degree is a collaboration between two or more institutions, where these jointly establish and offer 

a programme of study. 
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(7) Test is a collective term for forms of assessment that are less formal than an examination. A test can 

form part of an examination or a coursework requirement. 

(8) National curriculum / national guidelines is an outline for a programme of study where the 

Ministry has adopted a national framework for the content of the programme. 

(9) Student is a person who has been admitted to a credit-bearing course or programme of study at Østfold 

University College (cf. Sections 8-1, 8-2 and 8-5 of the Universities and University Colleges Act). 

(10) Programme description is a description devised by the university college for a programme of study, 

irrespective of whether a national curriculum laid down in Regulations or national guidelines apply to the 

programme. Programme description also means the educational plan and curriculum pursuant to the 

Ministry’s definition. The programme description is legally binding in matters concerning the students. 

(11) Credit describes how extensive a course or programme of study is for a student. Credit corresponds to 

the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS). One year of full-time study normally 

constitutes 60 credits / ECTS. 

(12) Programme of study is a course of study subject to admission, which has a defined content and learning 

outcomes pursuant to the programme description, and which leads to a final examination or degree. A 

programme of study normally comprises a number of courses. 

(13) Admission to study entitles a student to take a programme of study or course 

pursuant to the applicable programme description or course description. 

(14) Individual education plan is a plan agreed between Østfold University College and a student 

who has been admitted to a programme of study. 

 

Chapter 2. Admission to study 

Section 2-1. Conditions for admission to study 

(1) A person who has accepted an offer of a place on a programme of study is admitted for a period 

corresponding to the stipulated length of study for the programme in question. 

(2) The student must pay the semester fee and register in Studentweb by the applicable deadlines to retain 

their admission to study. 

(3) Students on exchanges abroad must pay the semester fee to Østfold University College to retain their 

admission to study. Students studying at Østfold University College through an exchange agreement pay 

the semester fee to their home institution. 

 

Section 2-2. Required previous knowledge and required progress 

(1) The programme description can stipulate requirements regarding required previous knowledge that mean 

the student must pass one or more courses and/or a period of practical training to be able to go on to take 

another course or continue in the course of study. 

(2) In the event of a delay in the course of study, the student can be granted an extension of the admission to 

study of up to two years in addition to the stipulated length of study for degree programmes. The two-year 

extension does not include postponed start of studies, temporary exclusion, approved leaves of absence or 

active elite sports contracts. Extended admission to study pursuant to this provision does not entitle a student 

to follow teaching and sit examinations if the programme is revised, being phased out or not being started. 

Provided the conditions for resits and rescheduled examinations are met, an exemption may be granted 

allowing a student to sit the remaining examinations after termination of the extended admission to study. 

(3) Extensions of up to one year can be granted for one-year programmes and studies of shorter 

duration in the event of a delay in the course of study. Extended admission to study pursuant to this 

provision does not entitle a student to follow teaching and sit examinations if the programme is revised, 

being phased out or not being started. 

(4) In the event of a delay in the completion of studies, it is the student’s responsibility, in collaboration 

with Østfold University College, to ensure that their individual education plan remains updated at all 

times. 
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Section 2-3. Termination of 

admission to study 

Admission to study is 

terminated when: 

a. the student confirms that they are withdrawing from the programme of study 

b. the student has completed the programme of study and a diploma and/or transcript of grades has been issued. 

 

Section 2-4. Loss of admission to study 

The student normally loses admission to study if they: 

a. were not in attendance at the start of the programme for programmes of study that have compulsory 

attendance as a requirement 

b. have not registered for the semester and confirmed their individual education plan by the stipulated deadline 

c. have not paid the semester fee and registered in Studentweb by the stipulated deadline 

d. have used all their examination attempts in a course (cf. Section 6-3) 

e. have failed the same period of practical training twice (cf. Section 4.2) and have not been granted 

dispensation for a third attempt 

f. have not completed the programme after an extension of the period of study 

g. have not submitted original documents for verification of the basis for admission by the stipulated deadline 

h. have not earned credits in a programme of study for two consecutive semesters for students in full-time 

studies and four semesters for students in part-time studies. These semesters do not include approved 

leaves of absence, breaks in progression that have been included in the student’s individual education plan, 

and temporary exclusion from Østfold University College after a formal individual decision by Østfold 

University College’s Student Affairs Committee. 

 

 

Section 2-5. Reactivation of admission to study 

A student’s admission to study can be reactivated within three weeks of the student receiving a formal 

individual decision on the loss of admission to study on grounds of lack of confirmation of their individual 

educational plan, non-payment of the semester fee or non-registration of attendance. 

 

Section 2-6. External candidates 

(1) Persons who meet the requirements for admission and other requirements for sitting the examination in 

the course in question, but who have not been admitted to the course or to the programme that the course is 

a part of, are entitled to sit the examination as an external candidate (cf. Section 11-4 of the Universities 

and University Colleges Act). 

(2) The rights of external candidates are limited to attending public teaching, access to the 

teaching platform in the relevant course, and sitting examinations (cf. Section 6-3 (4)). 

(3) In addition to paying the semester fee, external candidates must normally pay an examination fee to 

cover Østfold University College’s extra expenses in connection with the examination (cf. Section 11-4 

of the Universities and University Colleges Act). 

 

Section 2-7. Leave of absence 

(1) Students are entitled to a leave of absence from their studies in connection with pregnancy, adoption and 

care of a child (cf. Section 10-6 of the Universities and University Colleges Act). 

(2) A leave of absence may also be granted in connection with 

a. compulsory military service 

b. illness 

c. other compelling reasons that are beyond the student’s control 

d. office in student political or publicly elected bodies. 

(3) Students who have active admission to study on a programme of study and have registered for the semester 
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can apply for a leave of absence. 

(4) Leaves of absence are granted for up to one academic year at a time. In special cases, a leave of absence 

may be granted for more than one academic year, when necessitated by the situation (cf. Section 10-7 of the 

Universities and University Colleges Act). 

(5) A leave of absence from a programme does not entitle the student to special adaptation of teaching and 

examinations when they resume their studies, over and above what follows from Sections 10-6 and 10-7.of 

the Universities and University Colleges Act. 

(6) An application for a leave of absence must be documented. 

 

Section 2-8. Special adaptation of the study situation 

(1) Students with a disability and students with special needs are entitled to appropriate individual adaptation 

of the place of learning, teaching, practical training, learning materials and examinations. This right does not 

apply to adaptations that will impose a disproportionate burden on the institution (cf. Section 10-5 of the 

Universities and University Colleges Act). This adaptation must not result in a reduction of the academic 

requirements for the programme of study and the individual courses (cf. Section 10-5 of the Universities and 

University Colleges Act). 

(2) The Faculty / the Norwegian Theatre Academy is responsible for assessing applications 

for adaptation of the teaching situation and practical training, making formal decisions in 

individual cases, and ensuring that the decision is implemented. 

(3) Proof of the need for adaptation must be documented in the form of a medical certificate or certificate from 

another relevant expert. 

 

Section 2-9. Requirements concerning a police certificate of conduct 

If a programme requires a police certificate of conduct (a criminal record check), this certificate must be 

submitted by the deadlines set on admission and, if applicable, during the programme (cf. Section 12-2 of the 

Universities and University Colleges Act and the Regulations to the Universities and University Colleges 

Act). 

 

Chapter 3. Student exchanges 

Section 3-1. Exchange students 

(1) Students at Østfold University College shall have the opportunity to take part of their bachelor’s 

or master’s degree abroad at one of Østfold University College’s partner institutions. 

(2) International students nominated by the Østfold University College’s partner institutions shall likewise 

be offered the opportunity to take courses at Østfold University College. 

 

Section 3-2. Preliminary approval 

(1) Prior to departure, it must be assessed whether the courses to be taken abroad can be approved as part 

of the student’s individual education plan. Final approval is granted when the courses taken abroad have 

been completed and the student has passed the pre-approved courses or practical training. 

(2) Preliminary approval of courses taken abroad applies to programmes conducted in collaboration with 

Østfold University College’s overseas partner institutions. 

(3) If changes are made to the pre-approved programme of study during the stay abroad, the student must 

immediately notify Østfold University College and apply for new preliminary approval. 

 

Section 3-3. Criteria for taking courses abroad 

(1) The student must meet the following minimum requirements before an exchange: 

a. have been admitted to a bachelor’s or master’s degree programme at Østfold University College 

b. have passed at least one year of studies corresponding to 60 credits at Østfold University College, unless 

the programme description states otherwise, or been granted recognition of education from another 

educational institution 
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c. ought to have normal study progress. 

(2) During the period of study abroad, the student still has admission to study at Østfold University College and 

must pay the semester fee in accordance with the stipulated deadline. 

(3) Other requirements can also be stipulated in the programme description or by the recipient institution. 

 

 

Chapter 4. Supervised practical training 

Section 4-1. Supervised practical training 

(1) The guidelines that follow from national curricula / national guidelines, Regulations and programme 

descriptions apply to education in which supervised practical training is subject to academic assessment. 

(2) The student is entitled to supervision and feedback in practical training in accordance with the programme 

description. 

(3) If there is any doubt about whether the student will achieve the learning outcomes and pass the practical 

training period, the student must be notified in writing in accordance with the applicable provisions for the 

programme of study in question. 

 

Section 4-2. Failed practical training 

(1) If a student’s period of practical training is terminated after notice that they are at risk of failing, this will 

generally be counted as one attempt, with the same consequences as a fail grade for the practical training, 

regardless of the reason for the termination. 

(2) If a student has started a period of practical training, but has accumulated too much undocumented 

absence during the period, meaning that the student’s practical skills cannot be assessed, this will count as 

one attempt, with the same consequences as a fail grade for the practical training. 

(3) If the student demonstrates conduct that obviously provides a basis for a fail grade in the second half of the 

period of practical training or after the time when written notification would normally be given (cf. Section 4-1 

(3)), a fail grade can be awarded even if the student has not been notified in advance. 

(4) If the student has behaved in a seriously unacceptable manner towards patients, clients, kindergarten 

children, school pupils or others with whom the student has contact as part of their clinical teaching or 

practical training, the period of practical training may be discontinued without prior notice (cf. Section 9-4). In 

these kinds of cases, the period of practical training can be assessed as “failed” and counts as one attempt. In 

these kinds of cases, a formal individual decision must be made. 

(5) If the practical training period has been assessed as not passed (“Fail”), the entire practical training 

period must normally be retaken. If a fail grade is awarded for the same period of practical training twice, 

this will lead to loss of admission to study (cf. Sections 2-4 and 6-4). 

(6) If special reasons exist that are not linked to academic performance or suitability, the student can apply to 

take a period of practical training a third time, unless a national curriculum, national guidelines or Regulations 

preclude the granting of such dispensation. If a third attempt is granted, the student retains their admission to 

study. 

 

 

Chapter 5. Forms of assessment and grading systems 

Section 5-1. Forms of assessment, scope and grading rules 

(1) Østfold University College uses the following forms of assessment: 

a. home examinations 

b. portfolio examinations 

c. oral examinations 

d. assignments (e.g. academic texts, semester assignments, project assignments, R&D assignments, 

bachelor’s theses and master’s theses) 

https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2024-09-17-2231/%C2%A72-4
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2024-09-17-2231/%C2%A76-4
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/lov/2024-03-08-9/%C2%A710-5


Regulations governing examinations, admission to study and degrees at Østfold University College Page 8 

 

 

e. practical examinations 

f. supervised written examinations 

g. assessment of practical training. 

(2) The forms of assessment used and their evaluation are stipulated in the programme description or course 

description. 

(3) A course can have several examination parts with specified weighting. 

a. The same examination part cannot be included in the basis for assessment on different courses. 

b. Grades are awarded for each individual examination part. Examination parts are combined into a single 

grade for the course and do not count as completed credits until the student has achieved a pass in all the 

examination parts in a course. The results on the various examination parts are combined automatically 

via the student administrative system. 

c. The student can appeal the grade for individual examination parts (cf. Section 8-2). 

(4) Examinations should normally take the form of individual tests. Group examinations must make up less 

than 50% of a programme of study measured in credits and in accordance with the programme description. 

(5) The forms of assessment used are a graded scale with grades from A to E for Pass and F for Fail, or, 

alternatively the grades “Pass” / “Fail”. 

(6) The grades “Pass” and “Fail” can be used for a maximum of half of the degree programme, measured in 

credits. This also applies to self-composed bachelor’s degrees (cf. Section 10-2). The Norwegian Theatre 

Academy and the doctoral programmes have the opportunity to make exceptions from this provision. 

Exceptions are regulated in the programme description. 

 

Chapter 6. Examinations 

Section 6-1. Right to sit examinations 

(1) Østfold University College’s students have the right to sit examinations in courses that they have been 

admitted to, provided any coursework requirements have been approved and they have paid the semester 

fee. 

(2) Students must have received a final assessment for all coursework requirements in a course at least two 

weeks before the date of the examination or the last day of a period of practical training. 

(3) External candidates have the right to sit examinations (cf. Section 2-6). 

 

Section 6-2. Registration for and withdrawal from examinations 

(1) Students register for ordinary examinations when they register their individual education plan in 

Studentweb by the stipulated deadlines. It is the student’s responsibility to check that the registration is 

correct. 

(2) It is the student’s responsibility to apply for registration for resits and rescheduled examinations by the 

stipulated deadlines. 

(3) External candidates are automatically registered for an examination when their application for the right to sit 

examinations is granted (cf. Section 2-6). 

(4) Withdrawal from an examination must take place at least two weeks before the examination date or first 

day of a period of practical training. Later withdrawal from an examination or non-attendance without valid 

documented absence counts as an examination attempt / attempt at practical training. 

 

Section 6-3. Number of examination attempts 

(1) A student may not sit an examination in the same course more than three times or carry out the same period 

of practical training more than twice (cf. Sections 2-4, 4-2 (5), and 6-4). This applies regardless of whether the 

period of practical training is the final assessment in the course or is part of the required coursework. 

(2) The limit on the number of examination attempts also applies to courses with an equivalent academic 

content. 
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(3) The limit on the number of examination attempts also applies in the event of re-admission to the 

same programme or admission to another programme that includes the same course. The number of 

examination attempts is linked to the individual, not the admission to study. 

(4) It is not possible to sit an examination as an external candidate in courses in which the student has already 

taken the examination three times. 

(5) In special cases and on the basis of a written, well-grounded and documented application, exemption 

may be granted for a third attempt at practical training or a fourth examination attempt if the student has not 

achieved a pass grade in the course after three examination attempts. 

(6) It counts as an examination attempt when the student: 

a. has passed the examination 

b. has withdrawn after the expiry of the withdrawal deadline 

c. does not attend the examination 

d. withdraws during the examination 

e. does not submit an examination answer by the stipulated deadline 

f. is awarded the grade F / “Fail” 

g. has the examination annulled due to cheating or attempted cheating. 

(7) A student who has been awarded a fail grade for their bachelor’s thesis, master’s thesis or another 

major independent work can submit a reworked version for assessment once. 

(8) If a student wishes to improve the grade for their bachelor’s thesis, master’s thesis or another major 

independent work, it cannot be reworked, but must be rewritten with a new research question. In such cases, 

the student is not entitled to more academic supervision. 

 

Section 6-4. Attempts at examinations and practical training on re-admission 

On re-admission, previous examination attempts count if less than three years have passed since the student 

last took an examination in the specific course (cf. Section 6-3). Breaks in studies are calculated from the date of 

the last completed examination. 

 

Section 6-5. Permitted examination support material 

(1) An overview of permitted examination support material must be provided in the programme 

description / course description and be clearly stated on the examination question paper. 

(2) It is the students’ responsibility to familiarise themselves with information about the support material that 

is permitted during examinations. Students are obliged to make all support material available for inspection 

during examinations. 

(3) If a student is in possession of support material that is not permitted during an examination, whether inside 

or outside the examination venue, this will be deemed as cheating or attempted cheating (cf. Section 9-5). 

 

Section 6-6. Language and form of Norwegian during examinations 

(1) Provisions on the form of Norwegian used in examination question papers are set out in the Act relating to 

language and appurtenant Regulations. 

(2) The language of instruction and examination is Norwegian, unless otherwise specified in the programme 

description. 

(3) As a rule, the examination question paper must be written in the language of instruction. 

(4) For examinations where the language of instruction is Norwegian, examination answer papers can be 

submitted in Swedish or Danish. The exception to this rule is when the student is to document their skills in 

written Norwegian. 

(5) Students can apply to receive question papers and/or to submit examination answer papers in a 

language other than the language of instruction. 

 

Section 6-7. Special examination arrangements 
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(1) Students who, for medical or other reasons, need special adaptation in connection with the examination 

must apply for this by the stipulated deadlines. Exceptions to the deadline can be made if the need for 

adaptation is unforeseen. Proof of the need for adaptation must be documented by a doctor or another 

relevant expert in a recently issued certificate. The documentation must contain a description of the 

functional impairment and the need for adaptation. 

(2) The purpose of adaptation of examinations is to compensate for the student’s functional impairment as far 

as possible, without it leading to an unfair advantage. Adaptations that reduce the academic requirements of 

an individual programme cannot be granted (cf. Section 10-5 of the Universities and University Colleges 

Act). 

(3) Applications for forms of assessment that deviate from the programme description are rarely 

granted. Applications must be well grounded and documented, and an overall academic assessment will 

be made of the student’s course of study. 

(4) An extension of 25% (maximum one hour) is granted for written examinations taken on the 

University College’s premises if the need for this has been documented. An extension of 25% 

(maximum 48 hours) is granted for home examinations. 

(5) In connection with portfolio assessments or longer assignments, the possibility of granting an 

extension of the deadline for submission will be considered in each individual case. The need for 

special examination arrangements must be documented. 

(6) First languages other than Norwegian, Swedish or Danish are not generally deemed to constitute grounds 

for the right to extended examination times, as applicants must document proficiency in Norwegian on 

admission to higher education (cf. Sections 2-1 to 2-3 of the Regulations on admission to universities and 

university colleges). 

(7) Students who have a mother tongue other than Norwegian, Swedish or Danish can apply to use 

bilingual dictionaries during examinations. Examinations in language subjects are exempt from this 

provision. 

 

Section 6-8. Absence from examinations 

(1) If a student does not attend an examination or withdraws during the examination without a valid reason, 

the examination will count as one attempt. The student is not entitled to resit the examination until the next 

ordinary examination. This also applies to courses where a period of practical training is the final assessment. 

(2) An answer that has been submitted, digitally or on paper, cannot be withdrawn or exempted from 

grading. This applies even if a medical certificate is submitted after the examination has been taken. 

(3) Students who are unable to sit an examination due to valid absence must notify Østfold University College 

in writing no later than one week after the examination date or the last day of a period of practical training. 

The absence must be documented in the form of a medical certificate or certificate from another relevant 

expert. 

(4) Valid reasons are own illness, childminder’s illness and illness, death or an accident in the student’s 

immediate family. Other unforeseen circumstances are considered in each individual case upon 

submission of documentation. 

 

Section 6-9. Rescheduled and resit examinations 

(1) It is the student’s responsibility to apply for resits and rescheduled examinations by the stipulated deadlines. 

(2) A student who does not sit an examination at the ordinary time due to valid absence is entitled to sit 

the rescheduled examination the next time the examination is held. 

(3) Students who have failed the ordinary examination are entitled to retake the examination when at least 

three (two for groups of up to 20) students who have failed the last ordinary examination apply to resit the 

examination by the stipulated deadline. 

(4) Resits and rescheduled examinations can be held at the same time. When resits are held, the Faculty may 

decide whether students who wish to improve their grade may also sit the examination. 

(5) The programme description or course description may regulate the right to resits and rescheduled 

examinations. If a resit or rescheduled examination is not organised, students must register for the next 
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ordinary examination. 

(6) If a student’s further studies are contingent on passing the examination in a course, a resit or rescheduled 

examination should, if possible, be held in the middle of the following semester. 

(7) If changes have been made to the learning outcomes for a course, the student is entitled to sit the resit or 

rescheduled examination based on the learning outcomes that applied at the last ordinary examination. This 

right applies for one year from the last ordinary examination in the course. 

(8) The following applies to courses that are discontinued: if, after the last ordinary examination and two resits 

or rescheduled examinations in a course, there are still students with a fail grade or valid absence from the 

examination, one last examination may be held on application. Such examinations must be held within 18 

months of the last ordinary examination. 

(9) When a student has retaken an examination, the best grade awarded will apply. 

 

Section 6-10. Examination time and venue 

(1) It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that they know the time and place of the examination. 

(2) The examination starts when the examination question paper is made available by Østfold University College 

(cf. Section 9-5). 

(3) Examinations are normally held at the institution where the programme is taught. This does not 

apply to decentralised and online programmes of study. 

(4) If special reasons exist, students can apply, by a stipulated deadline, to sit an examination at another 

Norwegian or foreign university college or university, or at another suitable examination venue. External 

examination venues that are a reasonable geographical distance from the ordinary examination venue will not 

be approved. 

(5) The students must themselves clarify practical matters at external examination venues. In the event of a 

time difference between Norway and the examination venue, the examination must be held at the same time as 

the examination in Norway. 

(6) Students who sit an examination externally must pay a stipulated fee per examination to Østfold University 

College and must also cover any expenses charged by the external examination venue. Students on online 

programmes of study are exempt from paying fees to Østfold University College. 

(7) Students at other Norwegian university colleges and universities can apply by the stipulated deadline to 

sit written examinations at Østfold University College. The student must contact the examination 

coordinator at their own institution to clarify whether it permits the examination to be taken externally. The 

students must pay a stipulated fee per examination to Østfold University College. 

 

Section 6-11. Digital examinations 

(1) Østfold University College can use digital equipment to hold examinations or tests. 

https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2024-09-17-2231/%C2%A79-5
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1
https://lovdata.no/pro%23reference/forskrift/2017-01-06-13/%C2%A72-1


Regulations governing examinations, admission to study and degrees at Østfold University College Page 12 

 

 

(2) In the event of a digital examination or test, students must normally bring their own laptops to the 

examination venue. 

(3) It is the responsibility of students who use their own laptops to download the necessary software before the 

examination or test. 

(4) Extra time is not normally granted if the start of an examination is delayed because a student has 

not made the necessary preparations on their computer. 

(5) Students are themselves responsible for checking whether the correct answer has been delivered in the 

digital examination system immediately after the deadline for submission. If a student discovers an error, the 

student must contact the examination administration immediately and no later than within 30 minutes of the 

deadline for submission. 

 

 

Chapter 7. Examiners and grading 

Section 7-1. Examiners and deadlines for announcement of grades 

(1) Examination results are announced in Studentweb. It is the student’s responsibility to check their results. 

(2) Students are normally informed of the results of oral examinations or the evaluation of practical 

skills on the day of the examination or at the latest within one week. 

(3) Examination results will be announced within 15 working days of the examination date / the last day of a 

period of practical training unless special reasons dictate that more time is required (cf. Section 11-7, fourth 

paragraph, of the Universities and University Colleges Act). Any extension of the deadline will be announced 

in Studentweb. 

(4) The results for master’s theses will be announced within six weeks of the submission deadline. 

(5) The faculties can apply for exemption from the time limit for grading (cf. Section 11-7, fourth paragraph, of 

the Universities and University Colleges Act). The application must be submitted well in advance and such that 

it can be processed in reasonable time before the relevant examination. 

(6) Students’ master’s theses are assessed by at least two examiners, at least one of whom is external (cf. 

Section 11-7, second paragraph, of the Universities and University Colleges Act). 

(7) Bachelor’s theses, oral and practical examinations that cannot subsequently be reassessed, and 

examinations that alone constitute 15 credits or more are assessed by two examiners (cf. Section 11-7, second 

paragraph, of the Universities and University Colleges Act). 

(8) External examiners must be able to document that they have the necessary academic qualifications in the 

subject to be graded, and must have at least one of the following qualifications: 

a. Employment at assistant or associate professor level or a higher level at a university, university 

college or other research institution 

b. Otherwise documented academic / artistic expertise at the same level 

c. Be particularly qualified in the subject in question through professional experience. 

(9) The external sensor must not have participated in any form of academic follow-up and assessment of the 

year group in question. An external examiner cannot be employed in a principal position or have additional 

work at the faculty that teaches the course or that is responsible for the programme of study in which the 

course is included. 

 

 

Chapter 8. Explanation of grounds and appeals 

Section 8-1. Right to explanation of grounds 

(1) Students are entitled to an explanation of the grounds for the grade awarded. The student must request an 

explanation of the grounds for the grade awarded within one week of the grade being announced to the 

student. In connection with oral, performance or practical examinations, the student must request an 

explanation of the grounds for the grade awarded immediately after they have been notified of the grade 
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awarded. 

(2) The explanation must be given in writing for written work. The examiner can choose to give the 

explanation orally or in writing for oral examinations. The explanation must be provided within two calendar 

weeks of the student submitting a request. 

 

Section 8-2. Appeals against grades 

(1) Students can appeal a grade in writing within three weeks of the announcement of the results or after the 

explanation for the grade has been given (cf. Section 8-1). A reassessment must then be carried out. A 

reassessment can result in the same, a higher or a lower grade. Students cannot appeal grades awarded in 

connection with reassessment pursuant to this provision. 

(2) It is not possible to appeal assessments of oral presentations, evaluations of practical training or 

similar examinations that cannot subsequently be reassessed. 

(3) In the assessment of examination answers that consist of a written part where the grade is adjusted 

following an oral examination or other test that cannot subsequently be reassessed, a preliminary grade is 

awarded for the written part. The student can appeal the grade for the written part of the examination. If a new 

grade is awarded, a new oral examination will be arranged to adjust the new grade. 

(4) If the result of an appeal relating to examination results is not available before a new examination is held 

in the course, arrangements will be made to enable the student to sit the examination. 

(5) An appeal may be withdrawn up until it has been decided. An appeal is deemed to have been decided 

when the examination record has been signed. 

 

Section 8-3. Appeals against formal errors in examinations 

(1) The provisions of Section 11-9 of the Universities and University Colleges Act apply to appeals against 

formal errors in connection with examinations and practical training. Appeals against formal errors are 

considered by the Student Affairs Committee at Østfold University College. 

(2) Appeals against formal errors must be submitted within three weeks of when the student became aware, or 

ought to have become aware, of the circumstances on which the appeal is based. 

 

 

Chapter 9. Conduct and sanctions 

Section 9-1. Police certificate with remarks 

Østfold University College may exclude a student from clinical teaching and practical training if the student 

has been convicted or has accepted a fine for offences that imply that they must be regarded as unfit for work 

with patients, clients, kindergarten children, school pupils or others (cf. Section 12-2 of the Universities and 

University Colleges Act and central Regulations). 

 

Section 9-2. Continuous and special suitability assessment 

(1) Østfold University College must continuously assess the suitability of students on programmes of study 

with requirements regarding suitability assessment (cf. Section 12-3 of the Universities and University 

Colleges Act). 

(2) In the event of justified doubts about the suitability of a student for professional practice, Østfold 

University College will initiate a case for special assessment of their suitability. The purpose of the suitability 

assessment is to determine whether a student poses a risk to the life, physical and mental health, rights or 

safety of the patients, users, kindergarten children, school pupils, animals, clients, pet owners or others with 

whom the student will come into contact during a period of practical training or during future professional 

practice. 

(3) A student who is not suitable for the profession can be excluded from the programme (cf. Section 12-3 of 

the Universities and University Colleges Act and the Regulations pursuant to the Universities and University 

Colleges Act). 

 

Section 9-3. Disruptive behaviour 
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(1) Østfold University College may expel with immediate effect a student who disrupts the teaching or 

the work of their fellow students (cf. Section 12-5 of the Universities and University Colleges Act). 

(2) If a student behaves in a manner that is seriously disruptive to the work of their fellow students or other 

activities at the institution, and continues to behave in this way despite a written warning from the institution, 

the student may be expelled from specific parts of the institution for up to one year. 

(3) If, after receiving a written warning from the Board, the student does not respect a formal individual 

decision on expulsion, the student may be excluded from the programme of study and deprived of the right to 

sit examinations at all universities and university colleges for up to one year. 

 

Section 9-4. Seriously unacceptable behaviour 

Østfold University College may exclude a student who has behaved in a seriously unacceptable manner 

towards patients, users, kindergarten children, school pupils or others with whom the student has contact as part 

of clinical teaching or practical training (cf. Section 12-6 of the Universities and University Colleges Act). 

 

Section 9-5. Cheating 

(1) Acts or circumstances aimed at giving a student an unfair advantage in examinations or required 

coursework are deemed to constitute cheating. Acts or circumstances aimed at giving a student unauthorised 

access to examinations or a certificate or diploma are also deemed to constitute cheating (cf. Sections 12-1 and 

12-4 of the Universities and University Colleges Act). 

(2) Students who intentionally help others to cheat are also deemed to have cheated, irrespective 

of the form of examination. 

(3) An overview of permitted examination support material will be provided on the examination question paper 

and in the applicable programme description. Use of support material other than those stated will be regarded 

as cheating. Possession of unauthorised support material after an examination has begun will be regarded as 

attempted cheating. An examination is considered to have started once the examination question paper has 

been made available by Østfold University College (cf. Section 6-10). 

(4) Examples of cheating or attempted cheating in connection with examinations or required coursework include: 

a. unauthorised support material: using or having access to unauthorised support material after the 

examination or test has started. This also applies to failure to log in to the examination tool once the 

examination or test has started. 

b. plagiarism: presenting other people’s work as one’s own, including: 

- inadequate source referencing and/or clear citation, 

- submitting an answer that has been prepared in whole or in part by other persons or tools without 

disclosing this 

c. self-plagiarism: reusing one’s own previously passed work that has resulted in credits, without adequate 

source referencing 

d. falsification or fabrication of data, including referring to fictional sources 

e. unauthorised collaboration between students or groups 

f. other actions: otherwise acting in a manner that can lead to an unfair advantage in connection with an 

examination or test 

(5) If cheating, attempted cheating or involvement in cheating is suspected, the student must be informed as 

soon as possible. 

(6) When cheating is suspected during a written examination or test, the student decides whether or not to 

complete the examination or test. If the student does not complete the examination or test, and the suspicion is 

subsequently found to be unfounded, or the student is exonerated, the examination or test will not count as an 

attempt. 

(7) Suspected cheating or attempted cheating during a group examination will be assessed individually for 

each member of the group. The grade awarded will apply to the students who have not cheated or attempted to 

cheat. 

(8) Østfold University College may conduct plagiarism detection checks of all written work submitted by 
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students (cf. Section 11-6 of the Universities and University Colleges Act). Plagiarism detection checks can 

be performed in automatic plagiarism checker tools and/or by manual review of work submitted by students. 

 

Section 9-6. Written warning for cheating 

(1) The Director of Education can issue a written warning to students who have acted with ordinary negligence 

in connection with acts included in the definition of cheating (cf. Section 9-5 (1) and (4)). 

(2) A written warning can also be given to students who, through ordinary or gross negligence, have 

contributed to cheating or attempts at cheating. The written warning must clearly state the circumstances that 

form the basis for the reaction. 

 

Section 9-7. Annulment and exclusion in the event of cheating 

(1) Cheating or attempted cheating can be sanctioned by annulment of the examination and/or exclusion from 

Østfold University College, and the student may be deprived of the right to sit examinations at all universities 

and university colleges for up to one year; in particularly serious cases, the student can be excluded for up to 

two years (cf. Section 12-4 of the Universities and University Colleges Act). 

(2) An annulled examination counts as an examination attempt. 

 

 

Chapter 10. Degrees 

Section 10-1. Degrees and professional qualifications 

Østfold University College can award degrees and professional qualifications in accordance with Regulation 

no. 1574 of 16 December 2005 relating to degrees and professional education programmes, protected titles and 

nominal length of study at universities and university colleges. 

 

Section 10-2. Requirements regarding the scope and composition of the bachelor’s degree 

(1) Bachelor’s degrees are awarded on the basis of examinations in relevant courses or programmes of study 

with a scope of at least 180 credits. The basis for the degree must be one of the following: 

a. An integrated profession-oriented programme of study governed by a national curriculum or national 

guidelines, with a scope of at least 180 credits. 

b. A three-year programme of study (180 credits) that forms the basis for a bachelor’s degree pursuant to 

a decision by the Board of Østfold University College. 

(2) A student can, on application, be awarded a bachelor’s degree on the basis of a self-composed 

education of a scope of at least 180 credits. The basis for the degree must include the following: 

a. A specialisation of at least 80 credits where at least 20 credits build on lower level studies / 

basic courses, or a completed two-year integrated programme of study. Credits from 

programmes of professional education that are subject to suitability assessment cannot be 

included as a specialisation. 

b. Courses in the same or a different subject area, providing at least 30 credits. 

c. An independent work of at least 10 credits. 

d. The remaining credits, maximum 60, can be comprised of independent courses. 

e. At least half of the subjects included in the self-composed bachelor’s degree must be assessed using the 

A–E grading scale (cf. Section 5-1 (6)). 

f. For Østfold University College to issue a diploma, at least 60 of the credits to be included in the 

degree must have been taken at Østfold University College (cf. Section 3 of the Recognition 

Regulations). 

 

 

Section 10-3. Requirements regarding the scope and composition of master’s degrees 

The general requirements for master’s degrees are set out in the Regulations concerning requirements for 

master’s degrees. 
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Section 10-4. Requirements regarding joint degrees 

(1) The participating institutions have joint responsibility for admission, teaching, exchange 

arrangements, supervision and the issuing of diplomas for completed degrees. 

(2) The same requirements regarding the composition of the degree apply for joint degrees as for 

degrees awarded by Østfold University College. 

(3) For joint degrees, exemption from the affiliation requirement may be granted pursuant to Sections 3 

and 4 of the Regulations relating to recognition of Norwegian and foreign higher education 

qualifications and of prior learning and work experience. 

(4) When establishing a joint degree, a programme description and a collaboration agreement that regulates 

the academic collaboration, administration and financial aspects of the degree programme must be prepared 

and approved. 

(5) The Rector approves collaboration agreements with other institutions on the establishment of joint degrees. 

 

Section 10-5. Requirements regarding doctoral degrees (PhD) 

The requirements regarding doctoral degrees (PhD), including admission, completion, joint degrees and the 

right of appeal, are regulated by the Regulations on the degrees philosophiae doctor (PhD) and philosophiae 

doctor (PhD) in artistic development work at Østfold University College. 

 

Section 10-6. Specific recognition 

(1) General and specific recognition of courses can be granted on the basis of education taken at Østfold 

University College or at another educational institution (cf. Section 9-1 of the Universities and University 

Colleges Act and the Regulations relating to recognition of Norwegian and foreign higher education 

qualifications and of prior learning and work experience). 

(2) Exemption can be granted for required coursework or compulsory teaching if the student can document 

previously approved corresponding required coursework or completed compulsory teaching at Østfold 

University College or another educational institution. 

(3) Documentation of prior learning and work experience can provide a basis for recognition and exemption. 

(4) A master’s thesis that forms part of a previous degree cannot be included in a new degree. 

 

 

Chapter 11. Diplomas, diploma supplements and transcripts of grades 

Section 11-1. Issue of diplomas and transcripts of grades 

(1) Diplomas and diploma supplements are issued on conclusion of a degree or professional education 

programme (cf. Section 20 of the Regulations relating to degrees and protected titles) and the Practical 

Vocational Education programme. Transcripts of grades are issued for other programmes of study. 

(2) Diplomas for a completed degree or education are issued when the student meets the requirements in the 

programme description and completes their studies within the stipulated time limit. Students are responsible 

for checking that they receive a diploma and that the content is correct. In the event of a delay in the course of 

studies, the student must themselves ask for a diploma to be issued on completion of their degree or education. 

(3) Diplomas for self-composed bachelor’s degrees pursuant to Section 10-2 (3) are issued on application. 

The student must provide documentation that the requirements have been met. 

(4) Transcripts of grades and diplomas must state the semester in which the student sat the examination. 

(5) The title of the bachelor’s or master’s thesis must be included on the diploma. 

(6) Diplomas are normally issued in Norwegian. Diplomas are issued in English for programmes that are taught 

in English. 

(7) The number of credits will be reduced for fully or partially overlapping courses that are to be included in a 

degree. The reduction in credits must have the most favourable outcome for the student. The overlap cannot 

constitute more than 10 credits in total. 
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(8) Diplomas are issued only once. If a diploma is lost, a copy of the diploma can be issued on application in 

return for a stipulated fee. If the student resits an examination after having received a diploma for a completed 

degree or education, the examination result is documented by a transcript of grades. 

(9) If a student appeals against a grade after a diploma has been issued, the diploma will be invalid 

until the appeal has been fully processed. 

 

Section 11-2. Specific recognition of external education in a degree 

(1) If specific recognition has been granted for courses pursuant to Section 10-4, this must be stated on the 

diploma. 

(2) Students who meet the requirements for a bachelor’s or master’s degree pursuant to Section 10-2 and the 

Regulations concerning requirements for master’s degrees can be issued a diploma including specific 

recognition of external education if a minimum of 60 credits have been taken at Østfold University College (cf. 

Section 3 of the Regulations relating to recognition of Norwegian and foreign higher education qualifications 

and of prior learning and work experience). 

(3) To be issued a diploma on the basis of education that has previously been included in a different degree, the 

student must have taken at least 60 new credits (cf. Section 4 of the Regulations relating to recognition of 

Norwegian and foreign higher education qualifications and of prior learning and work experience). 

(4) External education in one-year programmes of study or programmes of study of a shorter duration can be 

approved if at least half of the study was taken at Østfold University College. 

 

 

Chapter 12. Entry into force and transitional arrangements 

Section 12-1. Entry into force 

(1) These Regulations enter into force on 1 October 2024. 

(2) At the same time, Regulation no. 229 of 8 February 2018 governing examinations, admission to study 

and degrees at Østfold University College is repealed. 

 

Section 12-2. Transitional arrangements 

Where a student’s course of study is covered by both these new Regulations and the previous Regulations 

(cf. Section 12-1 (2)) governing examinations, admission to study and degrees at Østfold University College, 

decisions shall be made in favour of the student in the event of conflict between the two Regulations. 
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