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2. Problemer med en mulig reform
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3. Rad til regjeringens utvalg
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Back to basics: researchers’ perception on the
global state of funding for fundamental research

Anina N. Rich, André Xuereb, Borys Wrébel, Jeremy Kerr, Kristina Tietjen, Binyam S. Mendisu,
Vinicius F. Farjalla, Jie Xu, Martin Dominik, Gijs Wuite, Oded Hod, Julia K. Baum
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2.7 The bottom line

The data presented 1n this report represent the views of a sample of researchers from around the world
and from many different fields. Although this heterogeneity can sometimes be a challenge, in this case,
it results in a unique insight into the various factoss that influence decisions about the type of research
we engage in. A caveat for our interpretation is that here we present summary survey data, relying on
qualitative interpretations rather than statistical analyses. Even at this level, however, and despite our
participants‘ distinct experiences, backgrounds, and cultural reference points, clear messages come
through regarding the emphasis and value of fundamental research.

The recurring theme in our data is that researchers see a change in the balance of priorities, with ap-
plied research receiving more funding and being valued more by governments and funders than fun-
damental research. There 15 a subsequent shift towards working m more applied research and a clear
perception that future research funding will amplify this trend. The consequences of these perceived
differences might be far-reaching. The effects range from the loss of intellectual potential in terms of
people leaving or not taking on research careers, through to changes in research focus to be only on ap-
plied or industry-led problems. The ability to spur innovation and build research capacity in the future
rests on funding agencies mereasing their financial support for fundamental research, and greater public
awareness of the crucial role fundamental science plays in our ability to respond to global challenges.
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