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Guide Dog – 2002  

Narrator: A lot of people have a pet. A cat, or a dog, for instance. Susan has a dog, a special 
dog, which is being trained to become a guide dog for a blind person. Listen to what 
she has to say about her experiences.  

Reporter: Susan, I heard that you have actually got a dog. Would you tell me about it? 

Susan: Yeah. I got a dog about a little over a year ago. And … She’s going to be a dog for a 
blind person. She is going to lead the blind person; guide the blind person. And … I 
got her a year ago, and I’ve kept her for the past year. And … She’s been my dog, and 
I’ve trained her, and just treated her like any other dog. 

Reporter: So, in other words you have not done this for this company, or these people, but I 
mean, it’s just the dog. It’s been your dog at home, and when you say trained it you 
mean, just a regular type of training? 

Susan: Exactly. 

Reporter: Right. But then, why did you get a dog like that when you had to turn it over to these 
other people, why did you do that? 

Susan: That’s a good question. I wasn’t quite sure if I wanted to have a dog for ten years. 
And, also I have a cat, and I wasn’t quite sure how a dog and cat … How that would 
work out.  

So, I wanted to have kind of a test period, and try it out for a while.  

Reporter:  I see. 

Susan:     Also I think the job that these dogs do is a very important job in society. So, I thought 
                it would be nice to, kind of, help out. 

Reporter: Yeah. What kind of a dog is it, by the way? What brand? 

Susan: It’s a Labrador. 

Reporter: A Labrador? 

 Susan: A black Lab. And it’s so cute. It is so adorable. 

Reporter: What are you gonna do, Susan, when the day comes? I mean, who is gonna make the 
final decision on this? Is it out of your hands already?  

Susan: Yes, it is. The dog’s already gone through a series of tests. And she was … She 
passed the test and so, she is now in training to become a guide dog. 
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Reporter: Right. And you … How often do you have the dog? 

Susan: Now, I only keep her every weekend. 

Reporter: How does she manage that, with like two sets of owners? 

Susan: Yeah, I think it’s a bit tough for her. But she seems to manage fairly well. I mean, 
she’s a dog who is very sociable. She likes to be with many different people, and 
she’s used to that from when she was little. 

Reporter: Yeah. Did somebody suggest this to you? 

Susan: Well, I live in a neighbourhood where, the association for blind people, they have an 
office close-by to where I live. And, so, I have seen this dogs in training in the 
neighbourhood, and I’ve always been really impressed by what they do. 

Reporter: Susan, you know, you said that there was a chance that you … the dog might not have 
panned out; the dog might not have been accepted for the program. How did you feel, 
or how would you have felt about the possibility of having to keep this dog? 

Susan: Many times I really hoped that she would not pass the test, because I wanted to keep 
her, because you get very much attached to the dog. 

Reporter:  Yeah. 

Susan:       It’s hard to give her up. So … I sometimes, I really did hope that I would be able to 
keep her.  

But, I mean, in the long-run, I know that she has been assigned a very important task 
in society, and it’s great that … It’s nice to know that she is helping someone. 

Reporter: Right, when did she actually get sent to a family to be a dog for the blind? I mean, 
When is the training end? 

Susan: The training lasts about six to seven months, depending on how well the dog does. 

Reporter: Susan, you know with all this experience you have with this, and it’s really interesting 
I have to say, would you do it again? 

Susan: Ah, that’s a difficult question. In some ways it’s tempting to do it again, but it’s also 
… It’s a bit difficult emotionally, to get so attached to a dog,  

Reporter:  Sure. 

Susan:       … and having to give her up.  

Reporter: I don't think I can manage it. 
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Susan: No, I think I’d love to have a dog again but then it would have to be. 

Reporter: A regular one. 

Susan: My dog. Yeah. 

Reporter: Exactly.  

 


