
Has the World Become More Dangerous? 

Narrator: Josh and Andreas are both 16 years old and distantly related. While Josh lives in Davis, 

California, Andreas lives in Oslo, Norway. In the summer of 2011, Josh and his family decided to 

visit Norway to find their Norwegian roots. Josh and Andreas met, and really got along well. 

They have kept in touch since. Now they’re having a chat on FaceTime, and apparently both are 

concerned about how incidents such as 9/11 and the 22 of July have changed the world around 

them. 

Josh: Hi, Andreas, long time, no see… 

Andreas: Hi, Josh, it’s been a while. I saw your post on Facebook about the mass shooting at the 

Day Center in San Bernardino. Scary, uh….? 

Josh: Well, even if San Bernardino is in the southern part of California, it still feels pretty close to 

home. 14 people were killed and 22 were seriously injured while they were attending a Christmas 

party, can you believe it…? 

Andreas: Ah, no. The shooters were Muslims, weren’t they?  

Josh: Yeah, apparently they were a married couple that were radicalized. I don’t know if they 

have found any links to foreign terrorist organizations yet. Since 9/11 Muslims have had a pretty 

tough time here. They seem to get the blame for pretty much everything that’s wrong. It’s not 

fair, though, I think our weapon laws are to blame. 

Andreas: Yeah, I remember your mum had to convince my mum that you did not carry weapons 

when we first met …. Hm…The “right to bear arms” is protected by your Constitution, right? 

Josh: Yeah, well, it is the second amendment – meaning it was the second change to the 

Constitution that our Founding Fathers made back in 1791 – so, it’s time for an update, don’t you 

think? 

Andreas: Yeah, I agree. 

Josh: I recall that even your policemen were not armed – has that changed after the terror in 

2011?  

Andreas: Yeah, you were here when the terrorist bombed the government building and the young 

people at Utøya were massacred. Well, the police have been temporarily armed when there has 

been an increased possibility of terror attacks, but normally, they don’t carry weapons.  

Josh: Yeah, July 22, I remember, we’d just left Bergen – heading for Hammerfest with 

“Hurtigruta”, when the news about the attack broke. We didn’t understand one single bit – it was 

all in Norwegian, we just noticed that people got pretty upset. They thought it was a Muslim at 

first, didn’t they? 

Andreas: Yeah, I am embarrassed to say that very many people blamed immigrants or a terrorist 

organization.  When it turned out that the terrorist was alone and a white-skinned Norwegian, 

people learned a lesson. He was a political fanatic and acted alone. 



Josh: You know, here we’ve had a lot of school massacres, many of them are carried out by 

lonely, young men. I think this feeling that you don’t belong is dangerous when it’s combined 

with an easy access to weapons, and I wish that our police force was unarmed as well. Seems that 

policemen are too quick to pull the trigger, especially if the suspect is black.  A few days ago a 

black man was killed by an officer not far from Davis. He pulled a cigarette or something from 

his pocket. The police said it “was pointed toward the officer.”  

Andreas: Well, I remember that you couldn’t believe that anything like July 22 can happen in 

peaceful Norway, too. But it did. Violence is everywhere, I guess. I must admit that I look over my 

shoulder more often now. July 22 changed my attitude a lot. 

Josh: Me too. I avoid crowds if I can. But this week I have to confront my fear. Remember my 

favorite band – The Adolescents?  

Andreas: Oh yeah… 

Josh: They’ve released a new album and are giving a concert here in Davis.  

Andreas: Of course, you can’t miss that – I really wish music could save the world! 

 

 

 


