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Interview: Going to an All - Girls School – 2007  

Reporter: Hi, Suzanne. Thanks for agreeing to this interview.  

Suzanne: That’s okay.  

Reporter: Like I said on the phone, I’m doing a series of articles for my newspaper on 
education, and I was really interested to hear that you actually used to go to a girls’ 
school. 

Suzanne: Yes, I did. I went to a girls’ school in Lewisham for four years. 

Reporter: How old were you when you went to the girls’ school? 

Suzanne: I started when I was eleven, and I was there till I was fourteen. 

Reporter: So, your early teens? 

Suzanne: Yeah, basically. 

Reporter: Right, how big was your class? 

Suzanne: There were four classes in each year, about thirty students in each one. 

Reporter: And, did you have any men teachers, or were all the teachers women? 

Suzanne: Yeah, it was quite a problem. We had a lot of young male teachers, and I kind of felt 
sorry for them because all the girls were very into the male teachers. 

Reporter: So, did they fall in love with the teachers? 

Suzanne: Yes, basically, yeah. 

Reporter: But, how did it affect the teaching and the classrooms just to have girls? 

Suzanne: Well, that was all I was used to at the time. But, obviously I went to a mixed primary 
school. So, I found it a lot quieter and easier to concentrate without the guys making, 
you know, noise and they try to distract the girls, maybe showing off. 

Reporter: Did you learn more? 

Suzanne: I’m not sure, actually. They say that girls learn better in all-girls environments, 
whereas boys actually benefit from being in a mixed environment. So, that could be 
the case. 

Reporter: Did you have to wear a school uniform? 
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Suzanne: Yeah, we did. Like most of the schools in England, we had, well … we had to wear 
skirts which everybody, what do you call that, hemmed up? Hemmed. Shortened. 
Yeah.  

Reporter: So, you mean you made the skirt shorter than they were supposed to be? 

Suzanne: Basically, yeah. 

Reporter: Did you … Were you allowed to wear make-up? 

Suzanne: Yeah, we were allowed to wear make-up, but there were very strict rules on what 
colour coat we could have, what colour bag, what colour socks or tights.  

Reporter: And, didn’t anybody protest? 

Suzanne: Yeah, we did, and we were always petitioning to … to be permitted to wear trousers, 
because it got very cold in the winter obviously in skirts. But we were never allowed. 
Apparently it was part of the prestige of the school and the image that all of their 
students wore skirts. 

Reporter: Goodness.  

Suzanne:        Yeah. 

Reporter:   So, quite a change, then, when you moved to a mixed school again. Then you were, 
what? Fourteen, fifteen? 

Suzanne: Yeah, I moved when I was fourteen, yeah. 

Reporter: And, what did that feel like when you suddenly were in a classroom with boys and 
girls? 

Suzanne: Well, at the beginning it was rather strange. I felt like I was back in primary school. 
And the guys suddenly behaved themselves as if they were still in primary school. 
But I got used to it. And I think it’s a lot better, I mean …  

Out in the real world, you know, you don’t … Girls and boys aren’t going to be 
segregated. There’s no point in going to an all-girls school, I don't think. I think it’s 
much better to be in a mixed school. 

Reporter: Do girls in a girls’ school behave differently from girls in a mixed school?  

Suzanne: I think it could almost be worse in a girls’ school, because obviously they don't have 
the guys to focus their attention on. So, they become very bitchy towards each other, 
you know, and they’ll form clicks, and there can be, like, verbal abuse. I think girls 
are very … a lot more verbal than physical. So, there is that element of cattiness.  
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Reporter: What do the girls compete about or compete for in a girls-only environment? 

Suzanne: I would say popularity, basically.  

Reporter: And how do you become popular in a girls-only school? 

Suzanne: Oh, goodness knows. You say the right things, act the right way, don’t appear too 
clever or too stupid. There’s a kind of very fine line, you know. You have to be smart, 
socially smart, and know how to play people, and … yeah. 

Reporter: It sounds quite complex? 

Suzanne: Yeah, everything is complex when you are thirteen years old. 


