
Teenage Identity 

Narrator: Zainab and her class are doing a project where they are supposed to make a poster 

about teenage identity. In their English classes throughout the year they have focused on 

teenagers that have changed the world in one way or another. The poster should mainly consist of 

photos, illustrations and pictures. As an oral exercise Zainab is now displaying and explaining her 

poster to the class. Her classmates ask questions during her presentation. 

(hustle, bustle in the room) 

Zainab: I would now like to show you my poster. If you look in the right-hand corner, I think you 

will all recognize the girl with the hijab, right?  

Classmate: Easy – that’s Malala.  

Zainab: Yes, I started with her, since I admire her so much for her courage. As an 11- year- old 

she started her blog back in Pakistan speaking up for girls’ rights to education. The Taliban 

regime did not like that very much and on her way to school four years later a gunman fired three 

gunshots at her. She miraculously survived and has been an activist ever since. We listened to her 

speech when she received the Nobel award in Oslo in 2014, didn’t we? 

Classmate: You have a caption below the picture, haven’t you? 

Zainab: Yes, I chose a quotation from her speech: “I tell my story, not because it’s unique, but 

because it is not. It is the story of many girls.” 

Classmate: (boy): But….(singing) “Baby, baby, whoa… ” You have to explain why Justin Bieber 

is on your poster. 

Zainab (with a laugh): He, he, I know he is not your favourite.  But do you remember why we 

discussed him in our class? Justin was only 14 when his YouTube music videos went viral, and 

according to his manager, he was a while ago the most Googled person in the world. Even if 

you’re no fan of his music, you must admit that he represents our digital generation – with 

Snapchat, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 24/7. Without social media, he would not have 

obtained his success, I think. His popularity has even kindled a new word – a belieber – referring 

to his devoted fans. 

Classmate: In your next picture, there’s an athlete that looks like a man, but is a woman. Is it the 

South African athlete Caster Semenya?  

Zainab: That’s right, as a middle-distance runner competing with women, there has been a lot of 

publicity around her. She was 18 when she won gold in the women’s 800 metres at the World 

Championship in 2009. Questions about her gender were raised after her victory. Many suspected 

drug use, and she’s had to pass a sex verification test to determine whether she was a boy or girl. 

But she has been allowed to participate in women’s competitions since 2010. I have added her 

picture to demonstrate that sexual identity is a big part of who you are as a teenager. This leads 

me to my next picture. 

Classmate: Billy Elliot?  



Zainab: Yes. In the film, Billy is the boy from a coal-mining district in England who eventually 

becomes a professional ballet dancer. Among tough, masculine coal miners in the 1980s, it was 

not easy to pursue his dream of becoming a ballet dancer. He had to fight a lot of prejudice.  

Classmate: Prejudice? Is that why you have provided a picture of Michael Brown? 

Zainab: Exactly, like it or not, race is a big issue when it comes to our identity, at least in the 

USA. Michael Brown was an 18-year-old African-American boy in Missouri who was shot by a 

white police officer. OK, he had been stealing some cigarillos, but nothing called for firing 12 

shots, one of which was fatal. The officer was not charged with the killing, and this incident led 

to a lot of protests against race-related police violence.  

Classmate: Ah, we read an extract from Rowling’s novel “Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 

Stone” – is that why you’ve added a picture of Hermione? 

Zainab: This is Hermione, that’s for sure, or rather; it is Emma Watson portraying Hermione. I 

think the two of them have a lot in common. They are both feminists and extremely clever. Even 

if Hermione was not born a witch, she can challenge everyone – even Harry – when it comes to 

witchcraft – just by using her intellect. And, not only is she smart, she’s also very kind and 

empathetic. 

Classmate: (boy): (laughing) Just like you, Zainab – you and Hermione are my heroines! 

(applause) 

 

 

Explanations: 

Caster Semenya (born 1991) is a South African middle distance runner and 2016 Olympic gold 

medallist in the 800 meters for women. In 2009 she won the World Championship. After the 

victory, she was subjected to gender testing. The results from the tests are not published, but she 

was permitted to continue competing as a woman.  

Billy Elliot is a British drama film from 2000. The main character, Billy, is a boy that displays an 

extraordinary talent for ballet dancing. The setting is North East England in the 1980s during a 

coal-miners’ strike. To his father’s dismay the only thing Billy wants is to dance. His father 

wants him to take up boxing, which Billy hates. It is not easy for Billy to pursue his dream. 

Malala Yousafzai (born 1997) is a Pakistani activist for girls’ rights to education. The Taliban 

regime made education for girls very difficult in Afghanistan and in the bordering provinces in 

Pakistan. She barely survived a gunman attack in 2012.  

From Britain, she has continued her fight. Her autobiography I Am Malala has been published, 

and in 2014 she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize as the youngest recipient ever.   

Justin Bieber (born 1994) is a Canadian singer and songwriter. He was discovered because of 

his YouTube videos covering songs in 2008. He has received a lot of prestigious music awards 

after his debut in 2009 and has more than 42 million likes on Facebook.  



Michael Brown (1996 – 2014) was an African-American killed in a confrontation with a white 

police officer after a petty theft in a convenience store. A civil rights investigation by FBI and a 

Grand Jury decision both concluded that the shooting was self-defence. This incident in 2014 has 

led to a lot of protests and riots where the police have been accused of racism. 

Hermione is the female heroine in J.K. Rowling’s novels about Harry Potter. She is Harry’s best 

friend, and is extremely talented.  

Emma Watson (born 1990) has portrayed Hermione in all the films about Harry Potter. Besides 

acting, she is a model and activist for gender equality. 


