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Tittel: On Turning Ten (2004) –  Vg3 Engelskspråklig litteratur og kultur:  
   

 

Kort beskrivelse:  
Richard, Robert and John read a poem by the American poet Billy Collins. They first talk a little about 
the poet and then John reads the poem. They talk about what the poem means and about stages in 
life and the feelings the poem generates. 
 
On Turning Ten 
The whole idea of it makes me feel 
like I'm coming down with something, 
something worse than any stomach ache 
or the headaches I get from reading in bad light-- 
a kind of measles of the spirit,  
a mumps of the psyche, 
a disfiguring chicken pox of the soul. 
 
You tell me it is too early to be looking back, 
but that is because you have forgotten  
the perfect simplicity of being one 
and the beautiful complexity introduced by two. 
But I can lie on my bed and remember every digit. 
At four I was an Arabian wizard. 
I could make myself invisible  
by drinking a glass of milk a certain way. 
At seven I was a soldier, at nine a prince. 
 
But now I am mostly at the window 
watching the late afternoon light. 
Back then it never fell so solemnly  
against the side of my tree house, 
and my bicycle never leaned against the garage 
as it does today, 
all the dark blue speed drained out of it. 
 
This is the beginning of sadness, I say to myself, 
as I walk through the universe in my sneakers. 
It is time to say good-bye to my imaginary friends, 
time to turn the first big number. 
 
 

 



 
It seems only yesterday I used to believe 
there was nothing under my skin but light. 
If you cut me I could shine. 
But now when I fall upon the sidewalks of life, 
I skin my knees. I bleed. 

Billy Collins 

 
Oppgaver for refleksjon /diskusjon/samtale:  

1. In this poem a 10-year-old looks back at his childhood. How does he see it? 
2. Why does turning ten make him feel sad? 
3. How realistic is it that the narrator is only ten years old? 
4. What are your own memories of your childhood and growing up? 
5. Do you think it is true that life stops being magic when you grow up? 
6. Imagine yourself turning 20. How would you sum up your teens? 
7. Comment on some of the literary devices in this poem. 

 
 

 
Kompetansemål Vg3 Engelskspråklig litteratur og kultur: 

Språk og språklæring  
• Beherske terminologi til å analysere skjønnlitteratur, film og andre estetiske uttrykksformer 

 
 
Kommunikasjon  

• Bruke et rikt, nyansert og presist ordforråd til å kommunisere om litteratur og kultur 
• Oppsummere, kommentere og diskutere ulike synspunkter i skjønnlitterære tekster 

 
Kultur, samfunn og litteratur  

• Tolke litterære tekster og andre kulturuttrykk i et kulturhistorisk og samfunnsmessig 
perspektiv 
 

 


