
 
 
 

RESSURSARK – LYTTEMATERIELL - ENGELSK 

Tittel: Openings (2009) – Engelsk Vg3 litteratur 
 
Kort beskrivelse: 
 
Richard and Lindis are talking about what gets them interested in a book. Lindis first refers to the 
book The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, by John Boyne, and talks about the effect the blurb on the 
back cover of this book has had on her. Then she reads the opening of the book and they discuss 
their response to it and in comparison to the blurb. Then Richard ends by reading the first paragraph 
from the book Behind the Scenes at the Museum, by Kate Atkinson  
 
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, by John Boyne 
 
Chapter 1: Bruno Makes a Discovery 
One afternoon, when Bruno came home from school, he was surprised to find Maria, the family’s maid – who 
always kept her head bowed and never looked up from the carpet – standing in his bedroom, pulling all his 
belongings out of the wardrobe and packing them in four large wooden crates, even the things he’d hidden at 
the back that belonged to him and were nobody’s else’s business. 
‘What are you doing?’ he asked in as polite a tone as he could muster, for although he wasn’t happy to come 
home and find someone going through his possessions, his mother had always told him that he was to treat 
Maria respectfully and not just imitate the way Father spoke to her. ‘You take your hands off my things.’ 
 
Behind the Scenes at the Museum, by Kate Atkinson 
 
Chapter 1: 1951 Conception 
I exist! I am conceived to the chimes of midnight on the clock on the mantelpiece in the room across the hall. 
The clock once belonged to my great-grandmother (a woman called Alice) and its tired chime counts me into 
the world. I'm begun on the first stroke and finished on the last when my father rolls off my mother and is 
plunged into a dreamless sleep, thanks to the five pints of John Smith's Best Bitter he has drunk in the Punch 
Bowl with his friends, Walter and Bernard Belling. At the moment at which I moved from nothingness into 
being my mother was pretending to be asleep — as she often does at such moments. My father, however, is 
made of stern stuff and he didn't let that put him off. 
 
Oppgaver for refleksjon/diskusjon/samtale 
 

1. How do authors and publishers go about trying to get the readers’ attention? 
2. When it comes to books -  in general, what hooks you? 
3. How do you comment on the two books here?  

 
 
 
  



 
 
 

Kompetansemål: 
Språk og språklæring 
 

• drøfte sammenhengen mellom form, innhold og stilnivå i setninger og tekster 
• beherske terminologi til å analysere skjønnlitteratur, film og andre estetiske uttrykksformer 
• drøfte språklig særpreg ved tekster i ulike sjangrer fra ulike perioder og regioner 

 
Kommunikasjon 
 

• bruke et rikt, nyansert og presist ordforråd til å kommunisere om litteratur og kultur 
• bruke hensiktsmessig og situasjonstilpasset språk i muntlige og skriftlige sjangrer 
• oppsummere, kommentere og diskutere ulike synspunkter i skjønnlitterære tekster 

 
Kultur, samfunn og litteratur  
 

• tolke et representativt utvalg av tekster fra litteraturhistoriske epoker i den engelskspråklige 
litteraturen, fra renessansen og fram til vår tid 

• tolke litterære tekster og andre kulturuttrykk i et kulturhistorisk og samfunnsmessig 
perspektiv 
 

 


