
 
 
 

RESSURSARK – LYTTEMATERIELL - ENGELSK 

Tittel: Poems (2011) – Engelsk Vg3 litteratur 
 
Kort beskrivelse: 
 
Richard reads three poems to Myra. They talk about the first two, DayStar and Up-hill, and leave the 
last short poem, Arrival 1946, for others to discuss.  
 

1. DayStar 
 

She wanted a little room for thinking: 
but she saw diapers steaming on the line, 

a doll slumped behind the door. 
So she lugged a chair behind the garage 

to sit out the children's naps. 
 

Sometimes there were things to watch– 
the pinched armor of a vanished cricket, 

a floating maple leaf. Other days 
she stared until she was assured 

when she closed her eyes 
she'd only see her own vivid blood. 

 
She had an hour, at best, before Liza appeared 

pouting from the top of the stairs. 
And just what was mother doing 

out back with the field mice? Why, 
 

building a palace. Later 
that night when Thomas rolled over and 

lurched into her, she would open her eyes 
and think of the place that was hers 

for an hour--where 
she was nothing, 

pure nothing, in the middle of the day. 
 

Rita Dove (1952 - ) (American poet) 
 

2. Up-hill 
 

Does the road wind up-hill all the way? 
Yes, to the very end. 

Will the day's journey take the whole long day? 
From morn to night, my friend. 

 
But is there for the night a resting-place? 

A roof for when the slow dark hours begin. 
May not the darkness hide it from my face? 

You cannot miss that inn. 
 

Shall I meet other wayfarers at night? 
Those who have gone before. 

Then must I knock, or call when just in sight? 
They will not keep you standing at that door. 



 
 
 

 
Shall I find comfort, travel-sore and weak? 

Of labour you shall find the sum. 
Will there be beds for me and all who seek? 

Yea, beds for all who come. 
 

Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) (British poet) 
 

3. Arrival 1946 
 

The boat docked in at Liverpool. 
From the train Tariq stared 

at an unbroken line of washing 
from the North West to Euston. 

These are strange people, he thought – 
an Empire, and all this washing, 

the underwear, the Englishman’s garden. 
It was Monday, and very sharp. 

 
Moniza Alvi (1954 -) (Pakistani-British poet) 

 
Oppgaver for refleksjon/diskusjon/samtale 
 

1. What kind of life is described in «DayStar”? 
2. How do you comment on the road as a symbol in “Up-hill”? 
3. What about washing in the last poem? 
4. How do you comment on the title of each of the three poems? 

 
 
Kompetansemål: 
Språk og språklæring 
 

• drøfte sammenhengen mellom form, innhold og stilnivå i setninger og tekster 
• beherske terminologi til å analysere skjønnlitteratur, film og andre estetiske uttrykksformer 
• drøfte språklig særpreg ved tekster i ulike sjangrer fra ulike perioder og regioner 

 
Kommunikasjon 
 

• bruke et rikt, nyansert og presist ordforråd til å kommunisere om litteratur og kultur 
• bruke hensiktsmessig og situasjonstilpasset språk i muntlige og skriftlige sjangrer 
• oppsummere, kommentere og diskutere ulike synspunkter i skjønnlitterære tekster 

 
Kultur, samfunn og litteratur  
 

• tolke et representativt utvalg av tekster fra litteraturhistoriske epoker i den engelskspråklige 
litteraturen, fra renessansen og fram til vår tid 

• tolke litterære tekster og andre kulturuttrykk i et kulturhistorisk og samfunnsmessig 
perspektiv 
 

 


