
How can we use
multilingualism as 
a resource in the
English classroom?

A session to 
inspire, share, and 
reflect about
working with
multilingual, newly
arrived students in 
our English 
classrooms. 



Doric – ma mither tongue!

Fit like abody! 

Ye are noo takin pairt in a 
webinar wi a difference.

A howp yi get something oot o 
the day an enjoy yirsels.
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Newly 
Arrived 
Students

WHO ARE THEY?

WHAT WE NEED TO CONSIDER?

HOW I WORK WITH MY STUDENTS



Chat share

How many nationalities do 
you have in your classroom?

How many languages do your
students speak?

How does your school work 
with multilingualism?



The Heart 
of the
Matter

“Multilingualism is so important, 
but few people notice it”

(Vg2 student)



“When I started this school, I knew 
some of the Norwegian language so 
I could understand but it was a bit 
difficult to tell or describe 
situations. But I was quite lucky 
because in my class I had a girl who 
spoke my language and knew more 
Norwegian than me. When I didn't 
understand things, I asked her for 
help, and she helped me in my native 
language. If more multilingual 
students get this kind of help it 
would make school life much easier 
for them”. (Vg2 student)



Competence 
Aims and 
Assessment

• Years 2 -7:

• common words / discover & play with
words & expressions / explore and talk 
about linguistic similarities

• Year 10:

• explore & describe linguistic similarities & 
differences

• Vg1 (yf/ssp):

• use knowledge of similarities





Tips years 2 – 7

• Label things in the classroom in the home languages of your 

students

• Make a collection of pictures – students talk/write about 

• Have alphabet templates for students to write their home 

language alphabet in (have arrows to show the direction)

• Tongue-Twisters – various languages

• Draw a word in home language – partner says in English 

• Expressions – find out if they know any (homework involve 

parents)

• Start to look at spelling patterns

• Make a table of words – English/Home Language / Norsk

• Simple poems in different languages

• Compare pictures – oral/written

• Pair work – illustrate the poems/vocabulary in two languages  -

compare the pictures













• Tips Year 10 - Vg1:

• Find the origins of words – coffee, algebra, etc

• Disconnected letters on the board – make words beginning with…

• Nationalities & Countries 

• Find out about proverbs and see if they have the same in the 
languages in the class

• Idioms – similar/different

• Listen to songs-translate

• Make a kahoot

• Telephone conversations – similarities and differences

• Parts of sentences – subject/noun/verb – where are they in each 
language?













What
happens
when you let 
newly
arrived
students 
take the
lead?



The students 
did their own 
field-work by 
finding out 
ways of saying 
hello!



This pie-chart 
shows the 
percentages of 
students and the 
languages 
spoken.



Language maps - make a 
map to find out which 
languages students speak 
and how much they use 
them





Student voices <3



Advice from students - audio



Resources for 
newly arrived
students

Fremmedspråksenteret

5 resources:

•Celebrating Multilingualism

•Creating a Country

•The Human Rights of the
Child

•Present with Confidence

•Working with a Novel



Celebrating Multilingualism

If you talk to someone in a 
language they understand, that 
goes to their head.

If you talk to them in their 
language, that goes to their heart 

(Nelson Mandela)



Task sheet 1 - Fun with language

Write down the following in your home language. When you have 
finished, find a partner and speak to each other using the phrases below. 

My name is ………………………………………. 

What is your name?………………………………. 

I come from………………………………………… 

Where do you come from?………………………..  

My favourite thing is………………………………. 

What is your favourite thing?……………………. 

I like to……………………………………………..



Creating a New Country



Task: Create and design a new country 

• Time: 3-4 weeks

• Your country should include: 

• Country Name - Give a name to your country 

• Capital City - What would the capital city be called? 

• Country Flag - Create a flag (be creative) 

• National Flower/Vegetable - Which flower/vegetable would you choose? 

• Geography - Where in the world is your country? 

• Draw a map highlighting rivers, mountains, cities etc

• Give details of population numbers, languages people speak

• National Song - Write a short song that reflects your country 

• Country Rules - Make 10 rules for your country 

• National Costume 

• National Dish



The Human Rights of the Child



Present with Confidence



Working with a Novel – Born a Crime
(Trevor Noah)



Reflection – takeaway:

In the English classroom, 
which language do you 

prefer to speak with your 
students?

Does having multilingual 
students affect you as a 

teacher?

What are the 
opportunities and 

challenges presented by 
multilingualism? 

What do you think needs 
to be done to highlight 

multilingual students as a 
positive resource in the 

classroom ?



My inspiration

• Fremmedspråksenteret https://www.hiof.no/fss/

• Den europeiske språkpermen

https://www.hiof.no/fss/leringsressurser/den-
europeiske-sprakpermen/

• Europeisk rammeverk for språk

https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-
framework-reference-languages

• www.edutopia.org

• www.ellevation.com

• https://www.learningforjustice.org

• Insta: hebahsrollercoaster

https://www.hiof.no/fss/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages
https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages
http://www.edutopia.org/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/


Keep in touch

• Keep in touch via email or my 
facebook groups:

• elainegowie5@gmail.com

• (2) English Teacher Network (Vgs
Norway) | Facebook

• (2) Engelsklærere for elever med kort 
botid i Norge | Facebook

• https://www.edutopia.org/article/buildi
ng-bridge-place-belonging

• https://www.utdanningsnytt.no/undervi
sning-videregaende-skole/her-er-
elever-laerere-for-medelever/278053

• EL EDUCATION

mailto:elainegowie5@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/475444422479088
https://www.facebook.com/groups/321512925246552
https://www.edutopia.org/article/building-bridge-place-belonging


Sources used 

• #8 – www.teachthought.com

• #10/16 – Five-Minute Activities (A resource book of short activities) 
Ur, Penny; Wright, Andrew, Cambridge University Press, 1992

• #11-14 – Discussions that Work, Ur, Penny, Cambridge University
Press, 1981

• #17 – Ideas - Speaking and listening activities for upper-intermediate
students, Jones, Leo, Cambridge University Press, 1984

• Visuals used: pixabay.com

http://www.teachthought.com/

