
Picturebooks in the classroom: Perspectives 
on life skills, sustainable development and 
democracy & citizenship (Fagbokforlaget, 
2020) is written in the context of newly 
revised and implemented school curri-
culum in Norway featuring the three inter-
disciplinary themes. The book is intended 
for pre-service and in-service teachers 
as well as teacher educators. The author, 
Hilde Tørnby, presents ways to integrate 
picturebooks not only at the level of input, 
but also as a process and product of learning 
supported by practical examples. 

Mindful of the principle of deeper learning 
that integrates the cognitive as well as 
sociocultural dimension of learning in 
the context of the curriculum (Gilje et. al, 
2019), the author advocates aesthetic path-
ways approach for language learning that 
offers potential to integrate and enhance 
four language skills. The examples of tasks 
show how they can successfully integrate 

different language skills through collabor-
ative and creative learner engagement 
inside and beyond the classroom. The 
main strength of the book is to show that 
the concepts and ideas presented are the 
result of their application in the Norwegian 
school context. 

The book is divided into two parts, 3 
chapters in part I, and 4 chapters in part 
II. Arguing for the need to bridge the gap 
between the theoretical perspectives 
and their exploration in the teaching and 
learning, the author starts each chapter 
with a theoretical conceptualization and 
moves on to offer tips for its classroom 
application incorporating examples from her 
own professional and research experience. 

The author bridges theory and practice by 
drawing on classroom-based interventions 
in the first part of the book. However, the 
chapters in the second part lack a sound 

theoretical discussion compared to the 
first part. As a result, the discussion around 
interdisciplinary themes is relatively superficial. 

Tørnby addresses the reader directly using 
the first-person narrative and the language 
is reader-friendly. The inclusion of students’
creative artefacts to exemplify Tørnby’s 
focus on classroom applications, makes 
this book a possible handbook for class-
room teachers. Practicing teachers can 
easily adapt and use the practical tips in 
their classrooms.

References:
Gilje, Ø.; Landfald, Ø. F. & S. Ludvigsen (2018) Dybdelæring 
– historisk bakgrunn og teoretiske tilnærminger. 
Utdanningsnytt. Sist oppdatert, Tirsdag 08. oktober 2019

By Lekh Baral, Assistant Professor, Fremmedspråksenteret

COMMUNICARE • 2020-21

45

PICTUREBOOKS IN THE CLASSROOM: 

Perspectives on Life Skills, 
Sustainable Development and 
Democracy & Citizenship

Gjengitt med tillatelse 
fra Fagbokforlaget




